THE   FARM                            73

through the whole year;* and by work I mean brain work
as well as hand work. The fanner must always be thinking
how he can improve his home, his village and his farm.
The seed question is worth a lot of thought and it is worth
going a long way to look at other people's crops or at
Government farms to see whether there is anything to pick
up in the way of better seeds, better methods or better
implements. Fallows and crop rotations are most important
for maintaining the fertility of the soil, particularly where
manure is scarce.

Then there are markets to be thought about. It may
not be wise to go on sowing wheat and cotton year after
year. There may be other things which are more worth
sowing, particularly in the neighbourhood of towns.
Townspeople want all manner of things and are continually
being tempted by new fashions. The townsman wants his
stuff early and the man who produces melons or vegetables,
or whatever it is, a few days ahead of his neighbour, gets
the cream of the market. Why should not the farmers
combine to market their produce instead of all dumping
it on the market at the same moment and in competition
with each other, and so allowing the middleman to quote
his own price ? Smallholders in other countries market
co-operatively ; why not in the Punjab too ? I need not
labour the point. Farmers must be mentally alert and
active every day of the year and should always be on the
look out for new crops, new markets, new business methods
and new ways of profitable farming. The farmer must be
always ready to learn, particularly from the Agricultural

1 See pp. 86, 246-8. Steady hard work is the essence of
successful farming. It should be the farmer's ambition never to be
idle. A. G. Street says of English farming, m To Be a Farmer's Boy,
1 There is never one single day or minute in the year when there is
nothing to do on a farm.'